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libs ' Angeles', April s— 
Anthp^ J, Kusso > Jr. readily 
acfodwle^ed < under oath - to- 
day that he"- helped to Xerox 
the. top-secret Pentagon Pa-^ 
pers in toe fall of 1969. 
j.; Eatoj as he set out to- ex- 
pfiuaiw^ito bl® inry trying* 
hin^- and . fi^ei . EUsberg on ' 
changes" of : conspiracy, esplo- 
■-.hage andi'toeft of government* 
-pfB^rty.he burst into tearsi 
on^toe^witnessstand. 

’ TJie*: eswtional moment—' y 
- ^alip td''“ ‘ 

tbg Syes (rf many spectaters in-; 
&iCrowded federal courtroom' 
b^e-7-fame while Russo ,'Was 
rMquhting' how, Vgs ' .-a ye»- 
searcher for the .Rand. eorp.,. 
he became; tosUlusioned over 
the .American role ‘in .Vietnam^ 

Traeiag.his worK on .uRand 
study ‘that ‘analyzed- ' toe 
“motivation and morale" of 
toe SVietcdjBg, Russo recalled 
his -Intm^ew with an elderly 
Communist prisoner * at the 
“NatiMud Interrogation Cen- 
. tet^in Sa^on in toe spring of 
1965, - 

“He was toe strongest man 
Pveiever met in my life,”' he 
said^ “an education cadre who 
had'joined toe movement ini 

Russo- remembered toe pris- 
on^ as ‘!veVy committed and- 
sinc ere. . We talked for two. 
days, in Ws': jail , celt He ex- 
plained, a. 'great deal to : me 
about, thei Americans in *Viet- 
nm|i about what the -people in 
the T^ages thought.” ■ '- 
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‘‘Htei sald ^thaf he '' wouldi 
never give up, no imattea:' how 
much'he was torturedr-and he 
had already, been ' badly tor- 
! turefd,’*'Russo continued. “He 
told how the French had once 
wiped out Ms* whole village.” " 
On the second, day of toe 
l965-.interview, Russo said, af- 
ter the two men had devel- 
oped rapport, the "prisoner 
“recited poetry and sang a. 
song to me. He said the poem 
was one that he always recited 
when he was downhearted.” 
Suddenly, . Russo’s voice 
■broke and as'-toe coutroom fell 
silent, he, burled his face in 
his hands andrsebbed. 

•U.S. District Court Judge W. 
Matt Byime Jr. asked the 
court clerk, to -give Russo a 
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cup of water. The defendant 
i^sed his head and, with a 
nervous laugh of embarrass- 
ment, suspended the story. 

' Responding to questions 
from his attorney, Leonard L 
Weihglass, Russo turned to ex- 
plalninis . that 'he- left Rand’s 
motivaiion-and-morale . project 
in 1966 because “toe results of 
the study , were being altered 
. . . lies; were being told right 
and lef :.” 

Latei', talking with reporters 
outside the federal court- 
house, Russo explained that 
“every time 1 remember that 
guy.’ (toe ' prisoner, he 
interviewed), I get choked up. j 
It is, a very strong image, a 
very strong memory.” 

RuSso, 36, testihed as toe 
25th defense 'witness in this 
controversial case, -which 
growrs out of toe 1971 newspa- 
per dlsidosure of the Pentagon 
Papers, a Defense Department 
history of U.S. involvement in 
Southeast Asia. 

He a]id EHsberg do not deny 
duplicating the then-classified 
documents in 1969, but say 


they broke no law by doing so. 
Both defendants are taking 
the witness stand, in part to 
explain their., -“tote of mind” 
about toe war &.toe time, . 

As soon as he'liad. taken: toe 
oath and answered a few -per- 
functory questions this morn- 
ing, Russo’s Attention was di- 
rected '^y Weinglass to 10 vol- 
umes ojf the Pentaigon Papers, 
“Have- you ever had occa- 
sion to 'hold those 10 exhibits 
in your hands before?,” 'Wein- 
glass asked. i 

“Yes,” Russo answered! 
quickly, “back in the fall of[ 
.1969, when I Xeroxed them.” 
He described toe duplicat- 
ing as taking place in a sec- 
ond-floor Hollywood advertis- 
ing agency over “a period of 
several weeks,” after EHsberg 
brought the documents there, 
from the topsecret safe in his 
j office at toe Rand Corp. in 
I nearby , Santa Monica. 

I Russo acknowledged that on 
one occasion Vxl Van Thai, a 
former South Vietnamese am- 
bassador to 'Washington who 
was then a Rand consultant, 
vitied the advertising office 
and “sat in toe next room” 
while toe copying took place. 
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The South Vietnamese na- 
tional read “a couple pages” 
of one of the volumes, Russo 
said, after EHsberg “came in 
from the Xerox room and said, 
‘Hey, Thai, look at this.’ ” 

(EarHer in the trial, a re- 
tired FBI fingerprint expert 
testified that he had found on 
toe documents some of the 
prints of Thai, who is named 
as a co-conspirator in the case, 
but who ib not charged 'with 
any crime.) . ' 

“I said do myself at the 
time,” Russo testified, “ ‘My 
! goodness, those things have 
topsecret markings and we 
should be more careful . . ” 

Byrne cut toe defendant off 
at that point, and RUsso then 
described his education at the ' 
■Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and Princeton University and 
his work for the National Aer- 
onautics and Space Adminis- 
tration in the early days of toe 
space program. 

. He said he went-tawork for 
Rand on his graduation from 
Princeton in 1964, because “its 
ideas had great influence on 
toe Defense Department in 
: the early 1960s [and] I had be- 
I com® interested in Vietnam.”" 



